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The short career of Tom Brown had closed some
years earlier than the dates upon the title-pages of
the volumes before me ; but it is BO customary a
thing nowadays .to see new works announced by
authors who have been dead for years, that the
circumstance does not seem to demand explanation.
There had probably been previous issues. The
first edition of the collected Works of Tom Brown
appeared in 1707, 2 vols. 8vo., to which was
added a third volume in 1708. I have various
editions before me. The fourth edition, " with
the addition of a supplement in prose and verse,
never before printed," appeared, London, Sam.
Briscoe, 1719, 4 vols. small 8vo. A fifth volume
of Remains, incorporated with subsequent edi-
tions, was published in 1721, 8vo. In 1730, we
have the " seventh edition carefully corrected, with
an addition of his Genuine Remains, and a supple-
ment, &c, printed by and for Edward Midwinter,
at the Looking Glass on London Bridge," 4 vols.,
8vo.; and finally, in 1760, what must be considered
the editio optima, of which I transcribe the full
title :—

"The Works of Mr. Thomas Brown, Serious and
Comical, in Prose and Verse, with his Remains. In four
volumes compleat. With the Life and Character of Mr.
Brown and his Writings, by James Drake, M.D., and a
Key to the Whole. Adorned with a new Set of Copper-
Plates. London, M.DCC.LX." A vols. 8vo.

Of course the greater part of the contents of
these volumes had previously appeared in other
forms ; but certain important pieces may be men-
tioned as either now appearing for the first time,
or not known to me in. their substantive issues.
Such are the Walk round London, and West-

' •minster, exposing the Vices and Folly of the Town,
a vast number of " Epigrams," "Fables," "Elegies"
and " Characters," and the very humourous Dispen-
sary, a Farce, written in the year 1697, scene,
Apothecaries' Hall, which certainly had never been
published or acted. The Beauties of Tom Brown,
by C. H. Wilson, appeared in 1808, 8vo., with a
capital coloured folding frontispiece, etched by
Thomas Bowlandson. This is too often found to
have been eliminated by collectors ; but when
present, the volume, which can hardly be called
rare, though it is certainly not plentiful, may cos
•you a crown, though I remember when it was
readily procurable for a couple of shillings,
have only to add that a favourable estimate of thi
scholarship of our author may be formed by a refer-
ence to a Latin ode, published, while he was yel
an Oxford student, in the Musce Oxonienses,
.(vol. L), under the title of Soteria Ormondiana.
and of his general learning and acumen by his
answers to critical and other questions in thr
lacedcemonian Mercury. I conclude with ai

•epitaph from the pen of his last editor, " James
Drake, M.D., F.R.S., and of the College o
Physicians, London":—

" Juxta deposits eunt Reliquiae
THOM.H BBOWH,

Poe'tse inter celeberrimos non postremi,
Quorum plerisq ; Ingenio cum non cederet,

Varid Eruditione longe prrestitit.
Virenti Natura multum indulsit,

Fortuna parum.
rirore et Injuriia JIalevolorum, quos Vivens expertus ett,

Ipsa nee mors eripuit.
Luxuriantis reus Ingenii

Scurrarum Juridicb pcenas dedit,
Non quod merito, sed quod impune.

Dialogorum conditor minis
iepidissimoscomplures reliquitsalibus, facetiisq; refertos.

Quin et Poemata et Epistolas;
leviuscula quidem, sed quse Indolem Authoris redoleant,

Pari Musarum Indulgentia.
Tarn Latiis quam Britannia familiaris :

Hunc fructum tetulit unicum
Cultor Sororum egregius;

Quod ab earum fautoribus honeste repositus
Inter Concelebres requiescat.

Agro Staffordienei oriundus, obiit. Sec.
Abi, Lector, Ingenio assequere, Fortuna anteverte."

W I L L I A M BATES, B.A.
Birmingham.

I t is certainly extraordinary that a book which
has passed through so many editions (I have the
ninth, in 4 vols., dated 1760) as The Works of,
Thomas Brown should be unknown to any writer;
or reviewer treating of the period in which he!
'ived. How comes it, however, that the inscription
on his gravestone, as given in a note at the last of
the above references, records him as the "author of
The London Spy." I cannot suppose the inscrip-
tion to err, or to have been misquoted; but, on the
other hand, The London Spy was written by
Edward, commonly called Ned, Ward. I have no
doubt an explanation can be readily furnished ;
if so, it may clear the matter up to others as well
as to CHARLES WTLIE.

SAMUEL JOHNSON, OF CHESHIRE (6th S. i. 314).
—Some account of this worthy is to be found at
pp. 21-3 of Lawrence's Life of Fielding, 1855.
There is nothing to indicate that the name was
assumed ; and certainly not that it was assumed
" to annoy the lexicographer," who, when Hurlo-
thrumbo was acted in 1729, was an unknown student
at Pembroke College, Oxford. Samuel Johnson
(the Less) is described as a " half-witted quack,"
whose fu3tian had a brief and miraculous vogue on
the boards of the Hay market. The author himself
acted " Lord Flame," one of the characters, " in
black velvet, with a white flowing perriwig, and
speaking, it is said, sometimes in one key, and
sometimes in another ; sometimes dancing, some-
times fiddling, and sometimes walking on stilts !"
According to Byrom's Remains, be was for a time
" one of the chief topics of talk in London," and a
" Hurlothrumbo Society " was even formed. This
led to his being satirized with other "follies of the
town" in Fielding's Author's Farce, 1730. The
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title of Johnson's play (as given in Lawrence) shows
the character of the work, " Hurlothrumbo; or, the
Super-Natural. As it is acted at the New Theatre
in the Haymarket. Written by Mr. Samuel
Johnson, from Cheshire ":—

"Ye sons of fire, read my ' HDKIOIHRUMBO,'
Turn it betwixt your finger and your thumbo,
And being quite undone, be quite struck dumbo."

But, unlike Dryden's Shad well, the author some-
times " deviated into sense." Here is one of his
maxims : " Pride is the serpent's egg, laid in the
hearts of all, but hatched by none but fools." He
died in 1773. AUSTIN DOBSON.

Samuel Johnson was a dancing master from
Cheshire, and seems to have been half mad.
The play of Rurlolhrumbo was, according to
Whincop, played thirty nights consecutively, the
author himself taking the part of Lord Flame.
The Blazing Comet, the Mad Lovers, or the Beauties
of the Poets, was acted at the Haymarket in 1732,
though the exact day is unknown to Genest, who
omits all mention of it under that year, and sup-
plies the omission rather clumsily in the errata of
his tenth volume. According to the Biographia
Dramatica, Samuel Johnson was also the author
of Cheshire Comics, acted in 1730; All Alive and
Merry, played at Lincoln's Inn Fields, Jan. 10,
1737; A Fool made Wise, a comic opera, 1741; and
Sir John Falstaffin Masquerade, 1741. None of
Johnson's pieces, except Hurlothrumbo and The
Blazing Comet, has been printed, nor has Genest
been able to trace any information concerning the
production of the majority of them. Johnson also
left behind him a tragedy entitled Pompey the
Great, which was never printed. There is no
known reason to dispute his right to the name
also borne by the lexicographer. A long and very
curious account of the man, his works, and his
antics is supplied in the Biographia Dramatica,
vol. i. pt. ii. p. 402, ed. 1812. J. KNIGHT.

TRIPP ALIAS HOWARD (5"> S. xii. 381).—MR.
STEPHEN TUCKER, Rouge Croix, is very severe on
our escutcheon and the legend on it. I can only
say that the escutcheon has been handed down in
the family from time immemorial, and that the
arms have lately been emblazoned, with those of the
other fellows, on the panelling of the hall of
Worcester College, Oxford, though Mr. Burgess,
instead of copying the escutcheon, has, in place of
the ladder as there represented, designed what he
calls a conventional ladder, something more like a
truck than a ladder. That there was some con-
nexion between the Howard and Tripp families is
rendered probable from an anecdote recorded in
the Stuart Papers, and quoted in Jesse's Memoirs
of the Court of England in the Days of the Stuarts,
viz., that a Mr. Howard and a Mr. Tripp promoted,
with Col. Bamfield, the escape of James II., when
Duke of York, from St. James's Palace, during the

Great Rebellion. As to Baron Tripp, his best
patent of nobility is the Duke of Wellington's
Waterloo despatch, in which he is most highly
commended. Sir Walter Scott also mentions, in
Lockhart's Life, that "he met him at Lord Somer-
ville's, and liked him much." HENRY TRIPP.

Wingford Rectory, near Bristol.
[Our correspondent evidently uses the phrase "time

immemorial" in its colloquial, not in its legal, meaning,
i.e. temp. Bic. I.")

AMERICAN DIPLOMATIC UNIFORMS (6th S. i.
256).—The order to the representatives of the
United States at foreign courts, to appear in
citizens' dress, was issued by the Hen. William L.
Marcy, who was Secretary of State under President
Pierce in 1853, and elicited much discussion at
the time. It was said, in opposition, that sovereigns
put on their most elegant costumes in which to
receive ambassadors, and these should do the same.
But it was replied that it was most becoming in a
republic that its ministers should appear abroad in
the dress in which members of the Cabinet, members
of Congress, and citizens, are received by the
President of the United States at the executive
mansion in Washington. The order has never
been revoked. AMERICUS.

FERNAN CABALLERO (6th S. i. 315).—According
to Vapereau, Cecilia Bohl was married first to the
Marquis d'Arco-Hermoso, and afterwards to Don
Antonio de Arron. Two husbands only are men-
tioned. H. S. A.

SCOTCH TERRITORIAL NAMES : FORSTTH
FAMILT (5lh S. xii. 136).—An account (valeat
quantum) is given in Anderson's Scottish Nation,
s.v. " Forsyth," similar to that which seems to have
found its way across the Atlantic, except that no-
thing is there said about Macbeth as the founder of
the castle, or his nephew, Finlacb, as the founder of
the family. Our American cousins will do well to
follow the cautious lead of Mr. Frederic Gregory
Forsyth, and " not vouch for the truth" of this
account, as it probably scarcely deserves even tho
epithet of " traditional" in any sound sense of the
word. With regard to the etymology of the name,
the writer in the Scottish Nation compares Kil-
syth, perhaps appositely, and suggests (fortified,
apparently, by Nimmo's Stirlingshire) that " the
brook of Sith, in Stirlingshire, was in remote
superstitious times believed to be haunted by the
Daoine Sith, or Scottish fairies, called men of
peace, for fear of their malign influence." This
seems, on the whole, a more probable derivation
than fuar sytliin, supposing that to be Gaelic
for " the cold river of peace," which is men-
tioned in the Scottish Nation. Schiehallion, in
the Grampian3, is generally cited as an instance
of what may be called a fairy etymology. As to
the family history, though at a later period than


